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“OLCG 78-1627 
17 April 1978 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: Briefing of Asian and Pacific Affairs Subcommittee, House 
International Relations, 17 April 1978 (U) 


1, [on 17 April 1978, Agency representatives briefed the 
Subcommittee and staff on recent developments in Cambodia, Laos 
and Vietnam. 


2. [_ Present from the Subcommittee were: 


Lester L. Wolff (Dy, Ne-Yo )s Chairman 
L. H, Fountain (D., N. Car.) 

Helen Meyner (D., N.J.) 

Anthony C. Beilenson (D., Calif, ) 
Tennyson Guyer (R., Ohio) 


[__]present from the staff weve: 
Ed Palmer, Staff Director 
James Pryzstup 

Jon Holstine 


‘Chris Holmes 


4, (t=3] Agency briefers were: 


The room was swept but not monitored during the hearing 
which was conducted at the SECRET level. There was no transcript. 
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5. [| After introductory remarks by the Chairman and 
presented a summary of the current refugee situation in 
Indochina. [_—C—Céd* foo lowed thiis with ai briefing on the political climate 
in that area. He also highlighted the Vietnam-Cambodia border problems 
and our assessments of Soviet and PRC intentions in Indochina. ej 25 
[__Joutlined the economic and agricultural problems facing Cambodia, 
Laos and Vietnam and their impact on the national policy in each. 


6. [| Chairman Wolff observed at one point that time has shown 
that Agency estimates on Vietnam were more accurate than any others. 
He said Congress would have been better served if those estimates had 
been more available to the Members. 


7. [__]Ed Palmer, of the staff, asked whether the Agency had 
any information on U.S, MIA's in Laos, referring to a recent reply by 
the Agency to a Subcommittee inquiry. The briefers indicated that they 
did not believe there were any U.S. MIA's. alive in Laos but that they 

_ didn't have much information beyond that. I explained to him afterward 
_ that another element of the Agency was responsible for MIA information. 


8. [_] At the conclusion of the briefing, Representative Meyner 
asked a policy type question, 'What do you think we should be doing in 
Indochina?" Our briefers demurred. 


is . 
9. [| There were three follow-up items. 
a. A map of Indochina showing ethnic concentrations. - 


b. An assessment of the number of people in work 
camps in Cambodia and Vietnam. 


c. A sanitized version of the information formally 


presented to the Committee. [wii provide 


the follow-up material. 


egislative Counsel 
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